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				Planting the seeds for a better tomorrow

			

		

		
			
				 Learn more at itreetools.org

				
					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

				

			

		

		
			
				Ten years ago our team partnered with the U.S. Forest Service, Arbor Day Foundation, Society of Municipal Arborists, International Society of Arboriculture and Casey Trees to develop i-TREE, a software to quantify the benefits trees and forests provide their local communities. Today, this software has continued to expand in scope and is used by educators, urban foresters and municipalities to drive stewardship in communities throughout the U.S. 
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				DISAPPEARING TREE CANOPIESwhat you need to know...

			

		

		
			
				Q What are urban canopies, and why do we need them?

				A Simply put, they’re the assemblage of trees in our cities, towns and suburbs. We need them for lots of reasons. They absorb CO2 and pollutants from the air and exhale oxygen. They slow down the impacts of heavy rains and they cool temperatures. And they increase property value. All of this adds up to a measurable economic benefit. 

				Q What has been happening to canopies in our communities?

				A Like trees and forests all over the planet, tree canopies have been shrinking over the years.

				Q What is the cause?

				A Historically, canopies were often disregarded in city development. More recently, populations in rustbelt cities have shrunk and with them tax dollars for tree management. Even cities with growing populations face competition for tax dollars for a variety of municipal needs. Cities are tough places for trees; they need support to thrive in urban environments.
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				Q & A With Community Forester Joe Gregory
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				Q Do municipalities today feel the need for urban canopies?

				A People now understand the benefits. Our i-TREE software alone has been giving communities measurable valuations of their trees for over a decade. This program provides an economic argument to help secure funds for canopy projects. And with today’s climate issues, it’s higher on the radar.

				Q What are communities doing about it?

				A Many are consulting with community foresters (also known as urban foresters) to seek out solutions. Some are setting canopy goals. Newer cities are planning to grow their canopies to 15% and older cities with a greater canopy base are seeking goals of 35% canopy coverage within the next 15–20 years. 

				Q Is it enough?

				A Not likely, actually. 80% of urban forests occur on private lands. So, in reality, private land owners play a big role in helping cities reach canopy goals. 

				Q What can I do?

				A Plant with a purpose. Plant to shade your driveway, to add beauty to your backyard, to reduce home heating and cooling costs and to block the view of your neighbor’s bathroom. All of these are purposeful reasons to plant trees, with multiple benefits to your daily life, your property value and the environment.

			

		

		
			
				Joe Gregory is a community forester and Assistant Manager for Natural Resource Consulting. He has helped communities assess the structure, function and value of street tree populations across North America.

			

		

		
			
				
					Click Below to Learn More About the Benefits of Trees

					 5 Environmental Benefits

					 Energy Saving Tips

					 The Impact of Trees on our Community
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				Famous Roots
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				Across the U.S. we celebrate famous trees with famous roots. These trees tie our communities together and help us to mark notable moments and express our love and awe of natural beauty. Read on to find out more about these famous trees. Check out "The Buzz" to see photos submitted by our readers of the natural wonders in their own backyards.
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				Thanks for sharing your pollinator garden photos and doing your part to protect the bees. Here are a few of your submissions.

			

		

		
			
				THE BUZZ...

			

		

		
			
				The Jesse Owens Oak Only one of possibly four oak trees awarded to Jesse Owens in the 1936 Olympics is verifiably still standing– towering over Rhodes High School in Cleveland, Ohio, on the grounds where the greatest athlete of his time started really honing his speed. This mighty oak grew from a sapling given to Jesse Owens on the Olympic podium honoring his historic gold medals. The U.S. team received 24 saplings in total with few surviving today.

			

		

		
			
				
					 Can’t Get Enough of Pollinators? Click Below...

					 Creating a Pollinator Garden

					  What is a Pollinator?
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				The Bristlecone Pines of California

				At least one of the bristlecone pines of the Inyo County White Mountains in Eastern California is over five thousand years old! That means it’s been standing longer than the earliest pyramids of Egypt. These ancient pines top the list of world's oldest known living non-clonal organisms.
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				The Treaty Oak

				This 250-year-old octopus-shaped Southern live oak may be the oldest living thing in Jacksonville, Florida. Its name was dubbed in the 1930s, when a journalist tried to save it from destruction by writing an article claiming an important treaty was signed under its branches. Whether or not the story is true, we applaud the journalist for ensuring the tree still stands today.
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				Do you have a treemendous pun? Share it with us by emailing growing@davey.com

			

		

		
			
				Answers to conifer conundrum:1 TRUNK

				2 FOLIAGE

				3 BRANCH

				4 EVERGREEN

				5 FORESTRY

				 It was being knotty. 
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				Wood you like to hear some tree puns?

			

		

		
			
				Here are a few that have been growing on us (insert obligatree groan here, then read on fir more).

			

		

		
			
				• We were going to pick the red oak as Tree-of-the-Month, but the 

				  aspen was more poplar.

				• The birch couldn’t figure out how to branch out. He was stumped. 

				• When the trees start turning green again each spring, it’s a big releaf. 

				• Sure, I will help you find a weeping tree, but you willow me one.

				• We asked the bushes what they thought, but they just shrubbed.

				• Don’t go to movies with a maple unless you like sappy ones. 

				• The tree doctor said he sees a lot of buttonwoods. Apparently 

				  they’re sycamore.

				• Some of these tree puns are really acorny, but some are oakay.
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				CONIFER

				CONUNDRUM

			

		

		
			
				QUESTION: Why did the sapling get in trouble?

				ANSWER: It was _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

				Find the answers on the previous page.
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					1. KURTN 

					_ _ _ _ _

					2. ALIFEGO 

					_ _ _ _ _ _ _

					3. CARBHN

					_ _ _ _ _ _

					 

					4. ERERVEENG

					_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

					5. TERRYFOS 

					_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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				Unscramble the tree-related words. Then use the letters with tree icons to unscramble the answer to the riddle.

			

		

		
			
				Send us a photo of your favorite fall fun! growing@davey.com
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				TIPS TO PREPARE FOR THE SEASON

			

		

		
			
				Prep your woody perennials:

				• Thoroughly water any at-risk plants before the first ground freeze.

				• After freezing, give any young plants a blanket of mulch (or shredded leaves).

				• Woody perennials shouldn’t be pruned in the fall.
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					Founded in 1880, our organization is dedicated to service and caring for trees. As we’ve grown, our employee owned company has spread out geographically and welcomed new brands into the Davey family. This bi-annual publication is an exclusive for our valued clients to provide insight and education on the green industry. Regardless of your local office location, you can contact us at growing@davey.com.

				

			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				
					Click Below for More Ways to Prepare 

					 Dormant Pruning Tips

					 Help your Flower Beds Weather Winter in 6 Steps

					 Why your Evergreen Trees are Turning Brown in the Winter
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